
Illinois State Research Resources

Conference on Illinois History

2 October 2026



• Laura Keyes, Illinois State Library

• Eowyn Montgomery, Illinois State Archives

• Michael Hall, Illinois State Archives

• Stephanie Martin, Lincoln Library

Welcome
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• Monroe & 2nd Streets

• Open to the public

Illinois State Library

• IRIS Databases

• Open 24/7

• Qs? Contact: ISLInfo@ilsos.gov
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https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/iris.html
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Explore Explora
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Explore Illinois State Library
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• Map Collection

• State Government docs

• Illinois Authors Collection

Illinois State Library
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Laura F. Keyes, Library Program Specialist

Illinois State Library

LKeyes@ilsos.gov

ISLInfo@ilsos.gov



Welcome
Eowyn Montgomery, Records Archivist

Illinois State Archives



Online Resources at the Illinois State Archives



https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/archives.html





















Online 
Resources for the 
Illinois Regional 
Archives 
Depository 
(IRAD) System





Researchers may:

➢ Search for county, township, 
municipal, and school district 
records held by IRAD;

➢ Obtain addresses and 
telephone numbers of the 
regional depositories;

➢ Find out how to request a 
search of specific IRAD 
records; and

➢ Discover other possible 
sources for records or 
information not available from 
IRAD.







Record Descriptions



County Fact Sheet Data









Sangamon Valley Collection
Lincoln Library, the public library of Springfield, IL

326 S Seventh Street

Stephanie Martin, manager



About

• Founded in the 1970s

• Local History and Genealogy Collection

• Coverage: Springfield and Sangamon, Mason, Macon, Menard, 
Christian, Cass, DeWitt, Logan, Macoupin, Montgomery, and 
Morgan Counties

• Non-circulating

• Hours: M-Sa 10am-5pm and Wednesdays 10am-8pm

• Third Floor of library



SVC Webpage – Start Here

• Plan Your Visit – Street parking and parking under library

• Technology – Scanner, Microfilm reader, copier, computers

• Catalog

• Manuscript Collections – Descriptions online

• Vertical Files – Inventory online

• Databases available

• Digital Collections
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Resources at the Sangamon Valley Collection
• Photographs

• City and county directories

• High school yearbooks

• City and county government documents

• Long-range planning reports and surveys

• Local Histories

• Published Family Histories

• Deed books

• Maps

• Periodicals

• Books

• Subject vertical files



Card Catalog Index

• IL State Journal/State 
Journal-Register 
Obituary index 1861-
present

• Portrait Index

• High School yearbook 
senior portrait index



Vertical Files

• Architecture, Domestic--Springfield, IL– (by street) 
example Walnut St., North

• Springfield, Illinois--Land Subdivision (alphabetical) 
example Knox Knolls

• Springfield, Illinois--Description--Neighborhoods 
(alphabetical) example Harvard Park

• Springfield, Illinois—Public Schools-Springfield High 
School--Athletics

• Files may contain photos, newspaper clippings, 
architectural surveys, information from books



City Directories
• SVC has Springfield city directories 1855-2026

• Depending on the year city directories will list 
name of resident, if owner occupied, spouse, 
occupation and employer, race, how many 
children, estimated value of home

• Can help determine when an address appears 
thus house exists

• City Directories are also useful for a 
“snapshot” of industry, government, 
organizations



Manuscript Collections

The Sangamon Valley 
Collection holds unique 
collections of materials 
from Springfield 
businesses, organizations, 
and families. 
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Maps

• 1858, 1867, 1873-
Springfield

• Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps

• Sangamon County 
Atlases/Plat books 
1858, 1874, 1894, 1914 
through present

Springfield Sanborn, 1896



Deed Index Books
• Abstract Company

• Organized by legal 
description

• 1823-1900

• Shows sale date, grantor, 
grantee, recorded date, 
type of deed, book and 
page to find deed

• After 1901 indexes at 
Sangamon County and 
Illinois Regional Archives 
Depository-UIS



Online Resources

• State Journal-Register and 
HeritageHub through NewsBank

• Census, City Directories, Probate 
through Ancestry Library Edition 
and HeritageQuest

• Census, Deeds, Probate, 
Marriages through 
FamilySearch.org

• Springfield and neighboring 
cities’ newspapers and 
Springfield City Council minutes 
through Advantage Archives

• Newspapers.com including the 
Illinois Times (in-library)



Sangamon Valley Collection

• Come in: 326 South Seventh Street, 3rd Floor
• M-Sa 10am-5pm, Wednesday 10am-8pm

• No appointment needed, but pre-visit communication is helpful

• Call: 217-753-4900 extension 5634

• Email: svc@lincolnlibrary.info or lincolnlibrary.info/connect/contact-us

mailto:svc@lincolnlibrary.info


Thank you!
Laura F. Keyes, Library Program 
Specialist

Illinois State Library

LKeyes@ILSOS.gov

Eowyn Montgomery, Records 
Archivist

Illinois State Archives

EMontgomery@ILSOS.GOV
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Michael Hall, Senior Records Archivist

Illinois State Archives

MHall@ILSOS.GOV

Stephanie Martin, Sangamon Valley 
Collection manager

Lincoln Library, the public library of 
Springfield

stephanie.martin@lincolnlibrary.info
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